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City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

June 9, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 

Council Member Robbie Cornelius,  

Nathan Fitts, Rhonda Haight,  

Harold Herndon and Mike Panter 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 

1) Call Meeting to Order:

Mayor Donna Whitener called the meeting to order.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:

Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of

Allegiance.

3) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to amend the agenda to add the GEFA

resolution, Johnson Paving quotes and CARES Act to the agenda. Council Member

Rhonda Haight seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

4) Traver Aiken—Blue Ridge Housing Authority Update on RAD Closing:

Mr. Aiken discussed the RAD closing through HUD and how this change will make

funding more predictable. He also commented about needing more elder housing in

Blue Ridge.

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) Monthly Downtown Development Authority & Blue Ridge Business Association Update:

Cesar Martinez discussed the new walking maps and that the 4th of July parade was

canceled. He also announced that the DDA had received a resignation from Board

Member Brandon Lofton, which would need to be accepted by the Council at their next
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meeting. He also briefly mentioned that the DDA would be receiving a summer intern 

who will be photographing all the buildings in the DDA area and tagging ownership 

information to the photograph. 

 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

10) Spending Limit Changes: 

Council Member Rhonda Haight discussed needing to change the City’s spending limits 

due to COVID-19’s effect on the economy. Her and Council Member Mike Panter the 

proposed changes and that projects that are accumulative should be brought to the 

Council for approval. Council Member Mike Panter made a motion to change the 

following spending limits – Supervisors may spend up to $2,500.00 without additional 

approval, purchases between $2,500.01 and $5,000.00 may be approved by the 

Department Head and the Council Member over the particular department and 

anything $5,000.01 and over shall be approved by Council at a Council Meeting. Council 

Member Robbie Cornelius seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

11) Meeting Policy Amendment: 

After some discussion, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion that Special 

Called Council Meeting agendas shall only be sent to the public/media 48 hours prior to 

the meeting date/time. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council 

voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

 

12) Protest Permitting Policy:  

Mayor Donna Whitener discussed that the Council needed to give City Attorney James 

Balli some direction regarding this policy or ordinance. Council Member Rhonda Haight 

made a motion to move forward with the ordinance and that the Council is to give City 

Attorney James Balli direction by email prior to the next Council Meeting. Council 

Member Mike Panter seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

 

13) Leaf Blowing/City Drains Policy:  

Council Member Rhonda Haight discussed that people blowing their leaves and grass 

into City drains is an ongoing problem. She suggested getting a policy in place that 

required the residents to bag their leaves, etc. once a month and the street department 

going by and picking up the bags to help alleviate the issue. She mentioned that this 

would be a way to help save the City money. After some discussion of the Council, 

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to table this topic. Council Member 

Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
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Resolution for Loan DW2017017. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. 

The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

   

Purchasing Approvals: 

18) Harris Local Government Invoice No. LGMN00000006627: P.O. No. 28834 

The Mayor and Council were presented Invoice No. LGMN00000006627 from Harris 

Local Government in the amount of $31,786.10 (attached). Council Member Mike 

Panter made a motion to approve the invoice. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded 

the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

 

19) Johnson Paving Quotes: P.O. No. 28835 

The Mayor and Council were presented two quotes from Johnson Paving for Depot 

Street. Quote no. 6509 was in the amount of $7,994.59 and quote no. 6508 in the 

amount of $2,449.50 (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 

approve quote no. 6509. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

 

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

20) Delinquent Taxes and Occupational Tax Certificate (Business License) Renewals:  

Council Member Mike Panter discussed delinquent taxes and that the City has collected 

$18,300 in May 2020 vs. $1,800 in May 2019. He continued to discuss that Council 

Member Robbie Cornelius and City Clerk Kelsey Ledford were working on cleaning up 

the list and that once the list is cleaned up notices will be mailed out. He continued to 

state that once notices were mailed the individuals would have 90 days to pay before 

the information was posted in the paper and liens and FIFA’s are issued. He stated if 

someone is unable to pay in full the City would agree to set them up on a 12-month 

payment agreement, but if they miss a payment past 15 days, the agreement will 

become null and void.  

Council Member Mike Panter then discussed occupational tax certificate (business 

license) renewals being delinquent. He stated he wanted the ordinance amended to 

include a section that would not allow a business to renew their occupational tax 

certificate if they are delinquent in taxes and asked that this be done by next council 

meeting.  

Council Member Rhonda Haight then mentioned that she thought the City had put too 

much on City Clerk Kelsey Ledford and asked Council Member Robbie Cornelius to 

investigate rearranging some duties.  

Council Member Mike Panter also mentioned that it seems as though some closing 

attorney’s are collecting taxes but failing to send them to the City.  
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21) Parks and Recreation Budget and Update: 

Council Member Mike Panter stated that the employees in the park department did not 

feel like they needed a supervisor as long as Council Member Mike Panter was involved 

in their department. He also discussed a tournament to take place this coming weekend 

and that it would generate a lot of revenue for the City. He closed by stated he would be 

planning to hold more tournaments this year. 

 

22) Playground Equipment: 

Council Member Mike Panter discussed the playground equipment being stored at the 

Farmer’s Market. He mentioned that they thought the bolts had been located and if so 

the City wanted to keep the equipment to use. He mentioned that for now the City may 

wait on putting the equipment together until the COVID-19 situation was better and 

that the equipment would need to be moved under the roof at the Farmer’s Market.  

 

23) Facebook and New City Website: 

Council Member Mike Panter discussed putting more information on the City’s website 

and less on the Facebook except for marketing information.  

 

24) AGL: 

Mayor Donna Whitener asked the Council if they were okay with her getting a quote 

from AGL to do concrete work from Wholesale Supply to the new streetscape project 

area. They were in agreement.  

 

25) CARES Act: 

Mayor Donna Whitener discussed that Congress is expected to pass a bill that will help 

the state with revenue shortfalls.  

 

26) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel:  

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. Council Member Nathan Fitts 

seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to open the meeting from an executive 

session. Council Member Rhonda Haight seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. 

Motion carried. Mayor Donna Whitener stated that no decision would be made at this 

time.  

 

 





Estimate
Date 6/1/2020

Estimate # 220

Name / Address
CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
Becky Harkins

Holloway Trenching, LLC
40 Waterloon trl
Morganton, GA 30560

Terms Due Date 6/1/2020
Other

706-455-2597hollowaytrenching@hotmail.com  Total

 Subtotal
 Sales Tax (0.0%)

P.O. #

Description Qty Rate  Total
The following estimate is for Bradley St Sewer main
replacement

0.00 0.00

Seed & Straw for disturbed areas 1 600.00 600.00
Concrete Man holes 3 3 1,275.00 3,825.00
Quarry fines for pipe bedding 4 350.00 1,400.00
Pipe crew, Trackhoe,Loader, Per day Estimated at 5 Days to
complete job price based on city suppling 1 Laborer

5 1,850.00 9,250.00

Concrete for dog house man hole 1 600.00 600.00
Please note any hard rock encountered would be in addition
to daily rates.

0.00 0.00

Any paving to repair road not included in quote 0.00 0.00

$15,675.00

$15,675.00

$0.00
































